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THE PRINCIPAL y 


ACTS 


0 F THE 


General Afembly | 


OF THE 


CHURCH 


K C. 0 T 1 A N D, 


Begun at Edinburgh, upon 7. hurſday the 2oth Day of May 17 al 
and concluded the 3 iſt Day of the ſaid Month of * 


— _— p — 


1. 


55 he King's Commiſſion to Charles 


Lord Cathcart, produced and or- 
dered to be recorded. 


Bꝛiabuzl, May zoth, 1756, Sefl. rſt. 


FIGS H E General Aſſembly of this National Church 
being conveened and conſtituted, there was 

produced to them, by the Right Honourable 
. Charles Lord Cathcart, the King's Commiſſion, 
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of Union, to be kept and uſed in Scotland, in 


place of the Great Seal of Scotland, making and conſtituting 


him his Majeſty's High Commiſſioner and Repreſentative in 
this Aſſembly, of the ſame Tenor with the Commiſſion grant- 
ed to his Lordſhip the laſt Year ; which Commiſſion was pub- 
licly read with all due Honour and Reſpect, and ordered to be 
recorded in the Books of Aſſembly. 

The 


ſealed with the Seal ee by the Treaty 
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us Letter to 

the General Aſſembly, preſented to 

them by his Majeſty's Commiſſion- 

AAA LESREE I 
Edinburgh, May 2oth, 1746, Self. 1. 

Supra ſeriditur. GEORGE R 


16H Reverend and Well-beloved, We greet 
zyou well. The frequent Proofs you have given 
of your Zeal and Steadineſs in promoting true 
Piety, and the repeated Experience We have had 
n of. your Loyalty, Attachment and Affection to 
Our Perſon and Government, cannot but induce Us moſt hear- 
tily to concur in your preſent Meeting, and to countenance 
the fame with Our Royal Approbation and Authority. And as 
We are perſuaded that you will at all Times, and more eſpe- 
cially in the preſent Juncture, be governed by, and are now 
come together with the ſame good Principles and Diſpoſitions, 
you may be aſſured of Our firm Reſolution to protect the Church 
of Scotland, as by Law eſtabliſhed, and to maintain it in the 
full Enjoyment of all its juſt Rights and Privileges. 
We have had ſuch Proofs of the Fidelity, Prudence, and 
Conduct, of Our right Truſty and Well- beloved Charles Lord 
Cathcart, that We have again thought fit to make Choice of 
him to repreſent Our Perſon in this Aſſembly, not doubting, 


from the Knowledge you have of his firm Attachment to Our 


Perſon, Family, and Government, and of his Zeal for the 
Church of Scotland, but that he will be moſt agregable to you. 
Me have a thorough Dependence, that your beſt Endeavours 
will not be wanting, in whatever may contribute to the good 
and defirable End of advancing true Piety and Virtue, which 


is the chief Intent of your preſent Aſſembly ; and ſo We bid 


you heartily Farewell. 5 | 
; Given at Our Court at &. James's, the twenty firſt Day of 
April, One thoufand ſeven hundred and fifty fix, in the twenty 
ninth Year of Our Reign. © TE ee 
B bis Majeſty's Cd). 
1 |  HOLDERNESSE. 
III, The 


III. * 


The Gentral Aſembly: s Anſwer to thi 
King's moſt gracious Letter. 


Edinburgh, May 224d 1 756. Se 3. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


E received your Majeſty s moſt gracious Letter 
Vith that Reſpect and Gratitude which we owe 

do the beſt of Sovereigns, under whoſe auſpici- 
| ous Government we enjoy ſo many ineſtimable 


I Bleflings. 

Vour Majeſty 8 countenancing our preſent Meeting with 
your Royal Approbation and Authority, is one of the many 
Evidences you have given of your Regard for the . of 


this National Church. 
Nothing can do more Honour to us, than that your Majeſ- 


ty is graciouſly pleaſed to take Notice of our Zeal and Steadi- 
neſs in promoting true Piety, and of our Loyalty, Attachment, 
and Affection to your ſacred Perſon and Government. 
When we reflect upon the Juſtice and Mildneſs of your Go- 
vernment, and the unwearied Attention your Majeſty has glv- 
en to the Proſperity of all who are ſo happy as to live under it; 
we have the greateſt Confidence and Joy in the Aſſurances of 
your Majeſty's firm Reſolution to protect the Church of Scofy 
land as by Laweſtabliſhed, and to maintain it in the full En- 
joyment of all its Rights and Privileges: At the ſame Time 
it fills our Hearts with Gratitude to Almighty Gop, by whom 
Kings reign, with an ardent Zeal, to A p your Majeſty's 
Government; and with the warmeſt Reſolution to promote 
the ſame pious and loyal Principles, wherever our Influence 
can reach ; and particu'arly in the Breaſts of all thoſe with 
whom we are more edlen concerned. 

Vour Majeſty, in the preſent critical Juncture, hath giver 
ſuch ſignal Proofs of your Fortitude and Steadineſs in the Sup- 
port of the Rights and Privileges of the Crown of Britain, and 
of all, even its remoteſt Subjects, againſt the Attempts and U- 
ſurpations of lawleſs Power, that we conſider ourſelves as 
called upon in a particular Manner, to exert our utmoſt En- 
deavours in Defence of your Majeſty's ſacred Perſon, and in 
Support of that Conſtitution and Government, which muſt 


be dear to us as Men, Britons, and Proteſtants, # 
B N 8 Vour 


6 I be Ads of the 


Your Majeſty's Renewal of yourRoyal Bounty for the Refor- 
mation of the Highlands and Iſlands, andPlaces where Popery 
and Ignorance abounds, we acknowledge with all Thankful- 
neſs, and ſhall not fail to employ ſo pious a Gift for promoting 
the important Purpoſes for which it is moſt graciouſly beſtowed. 

The Choice your Majeſty has again been pleaſed to make 
of Lord Cathcart, to repreſent your Perſon in this Aſſembly, 
gives the higheſt Pleaſure to us, and to every Member of the 
Church of Scotland. 

The Proofs your Majeſty has had of his Fidelity, Prudence, 
and Conduct, and the Knowledge we have of his ſteady and 


firm Attachment to your Majeſty's Perſon, Family, and Go- 


vernment, and of his Regard and Zeal for the Rights and In- 
tereſts of the Church of Scotland; muſt render the Choice 
of him moſt acceptable to us, and endear him to all who 


wiſh well to our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment in Church and 
State. . . 


We can with great Truth aſſure your Majeſty, that as we are 
at this Time met together in the National Aſſembly of this 
Church, our beſt Endeavours ſhall be employed to promote 
the good and deſireable End of advancing true Piety and Vir- 
tue, the great Intent of our preſent Meeting, ſtudying to ap- 
prove ourſelves to Almighty Gop, and to juſtify the Truſt 
and Confidence your Majeſty is moſt graciouſly pleaſed to re» 

oſe in us. | Ne 55 


That he who is the King of Kings may pour down his 


choiceſt Bleſſings upon your Majeſty's Perſon and Family; 
that the Crown may long flouriſh upon your facred Head, and 


your precious Life be preſerved for a Bleſſing to theſe Realms; 


that that Wiſdom, which is from above, may inſpire all your 
Councils, and that Strength, which is Almighty, may go forth 
with your Arms; that Gop may abundantly bleſs his Royal 
Highneſs George Prince of Wales, the Princeſs Dowager of Wales, 
the Duke, the Princeſſes, and all the Branches of your Royal 
Family ; and that after a long and happy Reign upon Earth, you 
may at laſt be received into that Kingdom which cannot be 
moved, are, and ſhall be, the ſincere and hearty Prayers of, 
May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 17 

Nur Majeſty's moſt faithful, moſt obedient, and 

moſt loyal Subjetts, | 
The Miniſters and Elders met in this Nati- 
onal Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


| Edinburgh, 22d Signed in our Name, in our Preſence, and 


May 1756. at our Appoinment, by 
i PATRICK CUMING Moderator. 
— uv. 
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IV. 
The General Aſſembly's Addreſs to his 
Majeſty, on Occaſion of his Declara- 
tion of War againſt the French King: 
Edinburgh, May 24th 1756. 8.4 
Moſt gracious &. overeigu, | 


TSS, OUR Majeſty's juſt Reſentment of the Encroach- 

26 ments of the Frenchin America has compelled that 
. 5 

4 | 


which they have carried on Deſigns ſo pernicious 
to Great Britain. Hoſtilities are begun in Europe. War is 
now declared. France has invaded Minorca, and threatens 
with Invaſion the Britiſb Iſles. > OT 8 

In this critical Situation of Public Affairs, we, your Majeſ- 
ty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Miniſters and Elders 
of the Church of Scotland, met in the National Aſſembly, 


think it our Duty to expreſs our deep Concern for the general 


Welfare, and our affectionate Regard for à Prince, who is 
the Guardian of Liberty, and the Father of his People; and 
we heartily embrace this Opportunity of giving your Majeſty 


Aſſurances, which cannot fail of being acceptable to your be- 


nign Diſpoſition, authentic Aſſurances, of the Loyalty of the 
People of Scotland,” ðͤ . CY | ; 
The Members of this Eſtabliſhed Church, who make fo 
great a Majority of the Inhabitants of North Britain, are uni- 
verſally fervent in their Zeal for your Majeſty's Perſon and 
Family. Devoted of old to the beſt of Cauſes, Religion and Li- 
berty, the Presbyterians early fixed their Hearts and Hopes 
on the Houſe of Hanover, by whoſe Succeſſion alone Religion 
and Liberty could have been preſerved. The happy Expe- 
rience of almoſt Half an Age, during the Reign of your Ma- 
jeſty, and your Royal Father, have demonſtrated the Wiſdom 
of our Anceſtors, and. confirmed the preſent Generation in 
their Loyalty and Love to your illuſtfious Houſe, 

Nor is it leſs from our certain Knowledge of the preſent Spi- 
rit, than of the ancient Principles of the Church of Scotland, 
that we can venture to aſſure your facred Majeſty, that, in no 
Part of your Dominions the Zeal of the Subjects may be more 
ſafely relied on; for never was the Affection of this Nation 
to their Prince ſo manifeſt as at this Juncture. Rouſed by 
the Approach of Danger, the Hearts of your People, Moſt gra- 


Nation to throw off the Mask of Peace, undet 


\ 


| The Adr of tb 


Danger come, which may the Providence of God avert, it 


that a Race of Kings, of your Royal Line, Lovers of Religi- 


Edinburgb, 5 May Signed in our Name, in our Preſence, 


Commiſſion to ſome Minifters and Ruling 


cious Sovereign, are more than ever yours; and ſhould that 
D 
will be found, Great Sir, that your Government will be ſup- 
ported, in this Part of the united Kingdom, by the Zeal and 
Courage of your moſt faithful People, who hold nothing ſo 
dear as Religion and Liberty, and eſteem nothing ſo glorious 
— Loyalty to a Prince, by whom Religion and Liberty are held 
cred. 
We beg Leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that, in our Sphere, 
we ſhall make it our great Care to cultivate theſe good and 
happy Diſpoſitions in your People ; and ſhall endeavour to 
make it manifeſt, that we have nothing ſo much at Heart as 
the Glory of Gop, the Honour of your Majeſty, and the Sup- 
rt of your Government. | = 
That mutual Love and Confidence may ſtill ſubſiſt be- 
tween your Majeſty and your Subjects; that the Gop of 
Battles may bleſs your Fleets and Armies with Succeſs; and 


on, Liberty, and their Country, may always fway the Sceptre 
of theſe Lands, is the fervent Prayer of, : 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt dutiful, maſt faithful, and 
moſt obedient Subjects, 5 
The Miniſters and Elders met in this national 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


and at our Appointment, by 
| PATRICK CUMING Moderator. 
VLEDBISSHG0008990008009092000908 
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24th 1756, 


Elders, for diſcuſſing Afeairs refer- 
red to them e 


Edinburgh, May 29th 1756. Sef. g. I 
E General Aſſembly conſidering, that there are di- 
WW verſe Aﬀairs, which they cannot overtake, do here- 
by nominate, commiſſionate, and appoint, the 
— Rev. Doctor Patrick Cuming, Profeſſor of — 


General Aſembly 1756. 9. 


Hiſtory. in the Univerſity of Edinburgh, and one of the Miniſ- 
ters of Edinburgh, their Moderator: And from the Preſpytery 
of Dunkeld, Mr. Alexander Maclaggan at Little. Dunkeld, Mr. 
John Douglas at Kenmure, Mr. Patrick Meek at  Monedie, Mr. 
George Robertſon at Auchtergavin, Miniſters; his Grace the 
Duke of Atbole, and the Right Honourable the Earl of Broad- 
albine, Ruling Elders : From the Presbytery of . Perth, Mr. 
Thomas Rankin at Aberdalgie, Mr. Robert Bryce at Dron, 
Mr. Alexander Badenach at Jt. Martin, Mr. James Knox at 
Sccon, Miniſters; the Right Honourable Robert Craigie of 
 Glendoick, Eſq; Lord Preſident of the Court of Seſſion, and 
Mr. John Belches of Innermay, Advocate, Ruling, Elders: 
From the Preſbytery of Starling, Mr. Lauchlan Taylor at Lar- 
bert, Mr. William Forbes at Airth, Miniſters; the Right 
| H6ionrible the Lord Juſtice Clerk, Ruliog Elder: Burgh of 
Stirling, Thomas Gilleſpie Merchant in Stirling, and late one 
of the Baillies thereof: From the Preſbytery of Auchterarder, 
Mr. Andrew Ramſay at Maderty, Mr. James Scot at Muthil, 
Mr. James Reid at Glendovan, Miniſters; Patrick Campbell of 
Monzie, Eſq; Ruling Elder: From the Preſbytery of Dum- 
blane, Mr. inlay Ferguſon at Bakwhidder, Mr. James Smith 
at Kilmadech, Miniſters; Sir James Livingſton of Glenterran, 
Baronet, Ruling Elder: From the Preſbytery of Dumfermline, 
Mr. Robert Stark at Toryburn, Mr. Robert Stark at Kinro/s, 
Mr. Andrew Richardſon at Innerkeithing, Miniſters; Mr. James 
Dewar of Laſſoddie, Ruling Elder: Burgh.of Dumfermline, Mr. 
Alexander Wedderburn, Advocate: From the, Preſbytery of 
Kirkcaldy, Mr. Robert Young at Leſte, Mr. Hary Spens at 
FWeemyſs, Mr. Patrick Muirhead at Dyſart, Miniſters; Doctor 
Robert Whyte of Bennochie, Ruling Elder: Burgh of Kirkcaldy, 
Mr. Robert Berry Advocate: Burgh of Dyſart, Mr. John Sin- 
clair of Ba'g-egie Advocate: From the Preſbytery of Coupar, 
Mr. John. Ballingal at Coupar,, Mr. John Trotter. at Ceres, Mr. 
William Gcurlie at Flisk, Mr, Michael Greenlaw at Creich, 
Miniſters; the Right Honourable David Earl of Leven, and 
Andrew Barclay of Pitacp, Ruling Elders; From the Preſ- 
bytery of — 2 Andrews, Mr. James Muiriſon, Principal | 
of the new College in St. Andrews, Mr. Patrick Glaſs at Crail, 
Mr. James Smith at Newburn, Mr. James Clidſdale at Kilcon- 
quhar, Miniſters; Dr. John Scott of Coats, and Thomas Wal- 
lace in Pusk, Ruling Elders : Uniyerſity,of Sr. Andrews, Mr. 
Thomas Tullideph, Principal of the United Foxy of St. 
Salvator and St. Leonard of the faid Univerſity; From the 
Preſbytery of Meigle, Mr. James Lyon at Blairgourie, Mr. 
Thomas Clephan at Neteyld, Mr. James. 8665 at Eaſsre and 
Nevoy, Miniſters; Mr. Patrick Aliſon, of Newhall, 8 
1 Prom Te Preſbytery 4 OR Mr. John Ker at 2 


bo The Acts of the 


far, Mr. Andrew Mitchel at Werlemno, Miniſters; Mr. Gil- 
bert Elliot of Melgund Advocate, Ruling Elder: Burgh of For 
Far, John Swinton, Eſq; younger, of That Ilk: From the Prefhy- 
tery of Dundee, Mr. James Mill at Kinnaird, Mr. George 
Johnſton at Monikie, Mr. George Marr at Murroſe, Miniſters; 
Mr. Murriſon of Naughton, Ruling Elder: Burgh of Dundee, 
Mr. Thomas Boyes of Didbop, Writer in Edinburgh : From 
the Preſbytery of Aberbrothwick, Mr. James Hunter at Kirk 
den, Mr. John Aitken at Sr. Vigians, Miniſters ; Mr. John 
Maul of Inverkeilor, one of his Majeſty's Barons of Exchequer, 
Ruling Elder : From the Preſbytery of Brechin, Mr. George 
Aitken at Montroſe, Mr. David Blair at Brechin, Mr. William 
Morrice at Caralaſione, Miniſters ; Baillie Lauchlan Morriſon, 
Merchant in Montroſe, Ruling Elder: From the Preſbytery of 
Fordoun, Mr. William Thomſon at Marykirk, Mr. James 
Walker at Dunnottar, Mr. Robert Young at Benholm, Miniſ- 
ters; Robert Scott of Duninauld, Ruling Elder: From the 
Preſbytery of Aberdeen, Mr. John Lumſden, Profeſſor of 
Divinity in the King's College of Aberdeen, Mr. John King at 
Dyce, Mr. John Maxwel at Newmachar Mr. Patrick Duff at 
Oldmachar, Miniſters ; the Right Honourable William Grant 
of Preſtongrange, one of the Senators of the College of Juſtice, 
and John Duncan of Tiftifour, one of the Baillies of Aberdeen, 
Ruling Elders: Kings College, Mr. John Leſlie, Profeſſor of Greet 
therein : Mariſhal College, Mr. Robert Pollock, Profeſſor of Di- 
vinity therein: From the Preſpytery of Kincardinoniel, Nr. Ro- 
bert Michy at Cunie, Mr. William Mackenzie at Glenmuzch, Mr. 
Thomas Mitchell at Tarland, Miniſters ; Sir Arthur Forbes of 
Craigievar, Baronet, Ruling Elder: From the Preſbytery of Al. 
ford, Mr. Theodore Gordon at Kennethmont, Mr. James Lumſ- 
den at Towie, Mr. John Lumiſden at Strathdon, Miniſ- 
ters: From the Preſbytery of Ellon, Mr. Andrew Moir at 
Elton, Mr. John Roſs at Logie, Miniſters: From the Preſpytery 
of Garioch, Mr. Robert Farquhar at Chapel of Garioch, Mr, 
Alexander Turing at Oyne, Mr. John Mair at Rayn, Miniſters; 
Mr. David Dalrymple Advocate, Procurator for the Church, 
Ruling Elder: Burgh of Kintore, Mr. Thomas Dundas of 
Auarrel: From the Presbytery of Deer, Mr. Robert Garden 
at St. Fergus, Mr. James Johnſton at Crimond, Miniſters; the 
Right Honourable the Lord Strichen Ruling Elder: From the 
Presbytery of Turiff, Mr. Andrew Ker at Turrif, Mr. William 
Moir r Hur, Miniſters: From the Presbytery of Fordice, Mr. 
Walter Moriſon at Desford, Mr. James Anderſon at Cullen, 
Miniſters; the Right Honourable the Lord Edgefield Ruling 
Elder: From the Presbytery of Strathbogie, Mr. Alexander 
Chalmers at Carney, Mr. Andrew Skeen at Keith, Miniſters; 
Mr, Thomas Innes Writer in Edinburgh Ruling Elder: F. "ys 
| | | E 


General Aﬀſembly 175% © N 
the Presbytery of Aberlour, Mr. James Grant at 1 
Mr. John Touch at Aerlour, Miniſters; Mr. John Grant of 
Elchies, one of the Barons of Exchequer, Ruling Elder: From 
the Presbytery of Abernethby, Mr. William Blair at Kinguſſie, 

Mr. William Gordon at Alvie, Miniſters; Lauchlan Grant 


of Gartenbeg Ruling Elder : From the Presbytery of Elgin, 
Mr. Lauchlan Schaw at Elgin, Mr. Patrick Duncan at Long- 


bride, Miniſters : From the Presbytery of Forreſs, Mr. Alexan- 


der Roſe at Nairn, Mr. Thomas Gordon at Auldearn, Mini- 

ſters; Robert Bluntach Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery 
of Inverneſs, Mr. James Leſlic at Moy, Mr. Murdoch Mac- 
Kenzie at Inverneſs, Miniſters; Bailie James Fraſer Merchant 
in Inverneſs Ruling Elder: Burgh of ' Inverneſs, Baillie John 
Maclntoſh : F = the Presbytery of Chanonry, Mr. John 
Wood at Roſemarkie, Mr. Robert Munro at, Kilmuir Weſter, 
Miniſters ; Mr. James Robertſon, Profeſſor of Oriental Lan- 
guages in the Mag of Edinburgh, Ruling Elder: Burgh 
of Fortroſe, Mr. John, Gory : From the Presbytery of Taine, 


Mr. John Porteous at Kilmuir Eaſter, Mr. Joſeph — | 


at Eddertoun Miniſters ; Sir John Gordon of Inver: 
Baronet, Ruling Elder : Burgh of Tain, Mr. DE Rost Roſs 
younger of Inverchaſiley Advocate: From the Presbytery of 
Ding wal, Mr. John MacLennan at Contane, Mr. David Chiſ- 
holm at Kilmorack Miniſters ; Albert Munro of Coul Ruling El- 
der: Burgh of Dingwal, Sir Harry Munro of Fowlis Baronet: 
From the Presbytery of Abertarph, Mr. Duncan Macpherſon at 
Laggan, Mr. Malcolm MacCaſgil at K:Jmake, Miniſters ; Mr. 
Francis Grant Merchant in Edinburgh Ruling Elder : From 
the Presbytery of Skie, Mr. John MacPherſon at Slait, Mr. 
William MacQueen at Snizort, Miniſters ; Alexander MacLeod 
of liniſb Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Leuis, Mr. 
Colin 1. LL at Lochs, Mr. John Clark at Srornavoy, Mini- 
| ters: From the Presbytery of Uiſt, Mr. Kenneth MacAulay 
at Harris, Mr. Lauchlan Maclean at Bara, Miniſters ; Donald 
Mac Neil of Water ſay, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of 
Gairloch, Mr. James Robertſon at Lochbroom, Mr. John Be- 
thune at Glenſhrel, Miniſters : From the Presbytery of Dornock, 
Mr, William Scobie at Aſint, Mr. Hugh Roſs at * 
Miniſters; Burgh of Dornock, Mr. William Gordon younger 


of Carrol, Advocate: From the Presbytery of Tong; Mr. 


George Munro at Farr, Mr. John Mackay at Edrachillis, Mi- 
niſters; Mr. George Mackay of Skibo, Ruling Elder: From 
the Presbytery of Caithneſs, Mr. James Ferme at Wick, Mr. 
Alexander Nicolſon at Thurſo, Miniſters : From the Presbyte- 
ry of Kirkwal,, Mr. John Bannatyne at South Ronaldſay and 
Burray, Mr. Matthew Cleghorn at Sr. Andrew's and Dearneſs, 
Mer; ; the Right Honourable the Earl of Morton Ruling 


Elder : 
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Elder: From the Presbytery of Ca:r/ton, Mr. James Tyrie at 
Stromneſs, Mr. Thomas Hepburn at Birſay, Miniſters; Mr. George 
Wallace Advocate, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of North- 
Jes, Mr. James Weir at Rouſay, Mr. John Scollay at Cr2ſs and 
Burneſs, Miniſters ; Jerom Denniſon of Nout/and, Ruling El- 
der: From the Prebytery of Zetland, Mr. John Mill at Dun- 
roſineſs, Mr. Francis Gilbert at Breſſay and Burray, Miniſters ; 
Mr. John Craigie Ruling Elder : From the Presbytery of E- 
dinburgh, Mr. James Stevenſon at Edinburgh, Mr. Robert Wal- 
lace there, Mr. George Wiſhart there, Mr. William Aitkin at 
South Leith, Mr. John Hyndman at We/tkrrk, Mr. James Craig 
at Currie, Miniſters ; the Right Honourable the Earl of Lau- 
derdale, the Right Honourable the Lord Somerville, and Baillie 
Alexander Grant, Ruling Elders: City of Edinburgh, James Roc- 
head, one of the preſent Baillies thereof; Thomas Cleland Sadler 
and preſent Conveener of the Trades therein: Univerſity of E- 
dinburgh, Mr. Robert Hamilton Profeſſor of Divinity therein: 
Church of Campvere, Mr. James Yair Miniſter, and Archibald 

MacAulay Eſq; Lord Conſervator of the Scots Privileges in the 
Netherlands, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Linlith- 
gow, Mr. John Lookup at Midealder, Mr. George Ellis at Ca- 
ridden, Mr. Patrick Baillie at Borrow/tounneſs, Mr. William 
Dalgleiſh at Living /ton, Miniſters ; George Dundas of Dun- 
das Eſq; and Baillie Robert Clark in Linlitbhgow, Ruling El- 
ders: Burgh of 2ueensferry, Mr. John Dundas of Newhall: : 
From the Presbytery of Biggar, Mr. William Tait at K:Jbucho, 
Mr. Andrew Plummer at Broughton, Miniſters ; Archibald 
Bertram younger of Nisbet Ruling Elder: From the Presby- 
tery of Peebles, Mr. John Baird at Stobo, Mr. Thomas Gibſon 
at Kirkcurd, Minifters ; Mr. Charles Hamilton of Spittlebaugb, 


' Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Dalkeith, Mr. Patrick 


Simpſon at Fala, Mr. Robert Paton at Lafwade, Mr. Alexan- 
der Carlyle at Iverash, Miniſters; the Right Honourable Mr. 
Robert Dundas of Arniſton, his Majeſty's Advocate, Ruling 
Elder: From the Presbytery of Haddingtoun, Mr. William 


| Robertſon at Gladeſmuir, Mr. John Hume at Atholeftonfoord, 


Mr. Hugh Bannantyne at Dirleton, ' Miniſters; Mr. William 
Law of Elving ſtone, Advocate, Ruling Elder; Burgh of Had- 
dingtoun, Mr. Robert Thomſon Provoſt thereof; Burgh of 
Nerth- Berwick, Mr. George Brown of Col/toun, Advocate: 


From the Presbytery of Dunbar, Mr. George Buchanan at 
Tyningham, Mr. John Lundie at Old-Hamſtocks, Miniſters ; Sir 


Hugh Dalrymple of North-Berwick; Baronet, Ruling Elder: 
Burgh of Dunbar, Mr. Alexander Hume of Eccles: From 
the Presbytery of Dunſe, Mr. John Hume at Green/aw, Mr. 


Alexander Hume at bay, Miniſters; the Right Honourable 


the Earl of Marchmont, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery 


of Chirnfide, Mr. John Waugh at Vbitſom, Mr. James Allan 
| | 1 at 
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at Eymouth, Mr. John Buchanan at Foulden, Miniſters; Sir John 
Stewart of Allanbank, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of 
Kelſo, Mr. Robert Turnbull at Syrcuſton, Mr. Cornelius Lun- 
die at Kelſo, Miniſters ; Mr. Charles Binning, Advocate, Rul- 
ing Elder; From the Presbytery of Jedburgh, Mr. George Bruce 
at Minto, Mr. Robert Deans at Crealing, Mr. William Paton at 
\ _ Echford, Miniſters ; the Moſt Honourable the Marquis of Lo- 
thian, Ruling Elder; Burgh of Yedburgh, James Chiſholm 
Burgeſs therein: From the Presbytery of Eariſtoun, Mr. John 
Gowdie at Eari/toun, Mr. James Ford at Lauder, Miniſters ; 
Mr. Robert Kennedy of Auchtifardle, Ruling Elder; Burgh of 
Lauder, James Ker of Moriſton: From the Presbytery of Se/- 
kirk Mr. Robert Riddel at Lilliesleaf, Mr. James Hume at 
Bowdean, Miniſters ; Andrew Pringle Eſq; his Majeſty's Soli- 
citor, Ruling Elder; Burgh of Selkirk, Mr. Gideon Shaw of 
Lauriſton : From the Presbytery of Annan, Mr. Walter Cook 
at Cummertrees, Mr. Anthony Black at Dornock, Miniſters ; Mr. 
Robert Dalrymple of Prie/{fde, Ruling Elder: From the Preſ- 
bytery of ' Langholm, Mr. David Balmain at Weſterkirk, Mr. 
James MacGarroch at Eskdalmoor, Miniſters; Mr. William 
Johnſton Advocate, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of 
Lochmaben, Mr. Gabriel Gulan at Dryſdale, Mr. Andrew  Jaf- 
ray at Tundergarth, Mr. James Williamſon at Wamphry, Mini- 
ſters; Alexander Orr Writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder: 
From the Presbytery of Penpont, Mr. William Moodie at Glen- 
cairn, Mr. John Collow at Penpont, Miniſters ; Mr. Robert 
Lorimer in Tibbers, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of 
Dumfries, Mr. Robert Wight at Dumfries, Mr. Thomas Mac- 
Kinnel at Orr, Mr. Archibald Lawſon at K:rtmahoe, Miniſters; 
George Bell of Conheath, Provoſt of Dumfries, Ruling Elder: 
From the Presbytery of K:rkcudbright, Mr. John Lamont at 
Kelton, Mr. Robert Thomſon at Girton, Mr. William Boyd at Car 
pbairn, Miniſters; Robert Naiſmith Merchant in Kirkcudbright, 
Ruling Elder; Burgh of K:rkcudbright, Mr. Robert Alexan- 
der, lawful Son of William Alexander Eſq; late Lord Provoſt 
of Edinburgh : From the Presbytery of —_— Mr. Alexan- 
der Gordon at Glaſſerton, Mr. Robert Walker at Mochrum, 
Miniſters ; Doctor Alexander Martin of L:ttle-Arries, Phyſici- 
an, Ruling Elder; Burgh of Wigton, Mr. Alexander Agnew, 
Advocate; Burgh of Whithorn, Mr. John MacGowan Writer 
in Edinburgh: From the Presbytery of Stranrawer, Mr. Tho- 
mas Mutter at Leſſivalt, Mr. Robert Findlay at Inch, Miniſters; 
the Right Honourable the Lord Banktoun, Ruling Elder: 
From the Presbytery of Air, Mr. George Reid at Sf. Evox, 
Mr. William Dalrymple at Air, Mr. David Schaw at Cyltoun, 
Mr. James Connel at Sorn, Mr. John MacDermit at Straiton, 
Miniſters; the Right Honourable the Earl of Dumfries, the 
| Right Honourable the Lord Auchinlech, Ruling Elders : From 
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the Presbytery of Irvine, Mr. Robert Dow at Ardrofſan, Mr. 
aq Witherſpoon at Be:th, Mr. Andrew ViacVey at Dre. 
rn, Miniſters ; Hugh Montgomery of Brumlans, Ruling El- 
der; Burgh of Irvine, the Right Honourable the Lord Shew- 
elton: From the Presbytery of Paiſſey, Mr Alexander Scot at 
Inner kip, Mr. Archibald Smith at Inchinan, Mr. John Ander- 
ſon at Port-Glaſgow, Miniſters ; Burgh of Renfrew, Mr. Ar- 
chibald Campbell of Ellerſie: From the Presbytery of Ha- 
milton, Mr. Richard Henderſon at Blantyre, Mr. Jobn Cur- 
rie at Eaſt-Monkland, Mr. David Connel at Kirkbride, Nij- 
niſters; Mr. John Fleming Ruling Elder: From the Pres- 
bytery of Lanerk, Mr. Thomas Lining at L:fnabegoww, Mr. 
ames Porteous at Viſton, Mr. William Miller at Crawfurd 
John, Miniſters; Mr. George Lockhart of Ravenſ/truther Ru- 
ling Elder: From the Presbytery of Glaſgow, Mr. Lawrence 
Hill at G/uſgow, Mr. John Corſe there, Mr. John Telfer at 
Kilhytb, Miniſters ; Bailie Archibald Ingram Merchant in // 
gow Ruling Elder: City of G/a/gow, John Bowman Merchant, 
preſent Dean of Guild thereof: Univerfity of Glaſgow, Dr. 
William Leechman Profeſſor of Divinity therein: From the 
Presbytery of Dumbarton, Mr. Andrew Gray at New Kilba- 
trick, Mr. Duncan MacFarlane at Drymen, Mr. John David- 
ſon at Old Kihpatrick, Miniſters; Sir James Colquhoun of 
Luſs, Baronet, Ruling Elder: Burgh of Dumbarton, Mr. 
James Smollet of Bonbill, Advocate: From the Presbytery of 
Dunoon, Mr. John Melvil at Dunoon, Mr. Richard Brown at 
Kingarth, Miniſters; Duncan Campbell of Southball Ruling 
Elder: Burgh of Rothſay, Mr. Matthew Stewart Profeſſor of 
Mathematics in the Univerſity of Edinburgh : From the Pres- 
bytery of Kintyre, Mr. David Campbell at Southend, Mr. John 
Hamilton at Sadde}, Miniſters ; Mr. Alexander MacMillan of 
Dunmore, Writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder: From the 
Presbytery of Inverary, Mr. Lauchlan Campbell at Craigniſb, 
Mr. Daniel Campbell at North Knapdale, Miniſters; Colin 
Campbell of Kilbride, Eſq; one of the Commiſſioners of his 
Majeſty's Cuſtoms, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery. of 
Lorn, Mr. James Stewart at K:/branden, Mr. John MacAulay 
at Liſincre and Appin, Miniſters: From the Presbytery of 
Mull, Mr. Alexander MacTaviſh at Morvern, Mr. Charles 
Campbell at Tyrie, Miniſters; Hector MacLean of Torloisé 
Ruling Elder ; with his Grace the Duke of Argyle, the moſt 
honourable the Marquis of Tweddale, and Sir Gilbert Elliot 
of Minto, one of the Senators of the College of Juſtice, Rul- 
ing Elders: To be Commiſſioners of this General Aſſembly, 
to the Effects after mentioned, with Power to the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners, or their Quorum, which is hereby declared to be 
any thirty- one of the ſaid Commiſſioners, whereof twenty- 


One 
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one are always to be Miniſters, to meet and conveen within 


the Aſſembly-houſe at Edinburgh, the firſt Day after the Diſ- 
ſolution of this Aſſembly, at Jen of the Clock in the Fore- 
noon ; and thereafter the ' ſecond Wedneſday of Auguſt, third 
Wedneſday of November, and the firſt Wedneſday of March next 
to come, and oftner, when and where they ſhall think fit and 
convenient, with Power to the ſaid Commiſſioners to chuſe 
their own Moderator: And likeways, the General Aſſembly 
fully impowers their ſaid Commiſſioners, or their Quorum 
above mentioned, to cognoſce and finally determine, as they 
ſhall ſee Cauſe, in every Matter referred, or that ſhall be re- 
ferred to them, by any Act or Order of this Aſſembly, and 
to do every thing contained in, and conform to the Inſtructi- 
ons given, or to be given by this Aſſembly; and to advert to 
the Intereſt of the Church on every Occaſion, that the Church, 
and preſent Eſtabliſhment thereof, do not ſuffer or ſuſtain any 


Prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be anſwerable : 


Providing always, that this general Clauſe be not extended to 
particular Affairs, or Proceſſes before Synods or Presbyteries, 
that are not of univerſal Concern to, or Influence upon the 
whole Church. And it is hereby appointed, that no private 


Proceſſes be determined, except at the four ſtated Diets; and 


what ſhall be determined at one Diet of the Commiſſion, with 
relation to private Cauſes, ſhall be unalterable by any other 
Diet thereof, and ſhall ſtand and continue in Force till diſap- 
proven by the General Aſſembly. And the General Aſſembly 


renews the Inſtructions given by the General Aſſembly in the 


Year One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventeen, to their 
Commiſſion, and appoints the ſame to ſtand in full Force, as 
Inſtructions to the Commiſſioners before named, 'and to be 
obſerved by them in all Points, as if the ſame were ſpecially 


here inſert: And that they enquire into the publiſhing and 


ſpreading of Books and Pamphlets, tending towards the pro- 
moting of Opinions of whatever Kind, inconſiſtent with our 


Confeſſion of” Faith ;. and that the Recommenders of ſuch Books 


or Pamphlets, or the Errors therein contained, whether by 
Word, Writ, or Print, be called before the ſaid Commiſſion to 


anſwer for the ſame. And further, the ſaid Commiſſion is © 


hereby impowered to receive any References and Appeals that 
{hall be made to them from Synods, in Matters of Doctrine, 


and ripen ſuch Affairs for the General Aſſembly; and to 


contribute what they can to the ſuppreſſing of Vice and 
Immorality, and give all needful Advice and Aſſiſtance to 
Synods and Presbyteries, upon Application to them for 
that End: Likeways to take care, that the Impreſſions of 
the Holy Scriptures, the Confeſſion of Faith, and Cate- 
cbiſms, and ſuch Books as are authoriſed by this Church, 
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relating to the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Govern- 


ment thereof, be correct; and give Directions about print. 
ing the ſame. And the ſaid Commiſſion are appointed and 


impowered, to keep a Correſpondence with the Committee 


for Reformation of the Highlands and Iſlands for ſuppreſs- 
ing Popery and Superſtition, and for promoting the Know- 
ledge of true Religion, and carrying on a Reformation in 
theſe Parts, and give Aſſiſtance and Concurrence therein; 
and, if Need be, to apply to the Government for a proper 
Remedy and ſpeedy Redreſs. And the ſaid Commitlioners 
are hereby ſtrictly prohibited and diſcharged to meddle in 
any other Matters than what are committed and referred 
to them, as above-mentioned: And, in all their Actings, 
they are to proceed according to the Acts and Conſtitution of 
this Church, and to do nothing contrary thereto, or to the 
Prejudice of the ſame; declaring, that in and for all their 
Actings they ſhall be accountable to, and cenſurable by the 
next General Aſſembly, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe. And this 
Commiſſion is to continue and endure until another Commiſ- 
ſion be appointed; and Members are required to attend the 
Diets of the ſaid Commiſſion, and Abſents therefrom ordered 
to be noticed, according tothe 17thA ot the General Aſſembly, 
held in the Year One thouſand { ven hundred and fix. And 
for the better ſecuring of a Quorum, and Attendance of Mem- 
bers on the Commiſſion, the General Aſſembly prohibits the 
Presbytery of Edinburgh, or any other Presbytery within twelve 
Miles thereof, to meet any of the Days or Weeks appointed 
for the Meetings of this Commiſſion ; and ſuch of the Mem- 
bers of theſe Presbyteries as are on the Commiſſion, are required, 
all of them, to give Attendance on the Diets thereof; and the 
Presbyteries. at 2 greater Diſtance, who have four or more 
Members on the Commiſſion, are to take care that at leaſt : wo 
of them attend each Diet of the ſame: And the Aſſembly ap- 
point their Commiſſion, at their firſt Meeting, to diſcuſs as 
many of the Cauſes and Queſtions, relative to the Settlement of 
vacant Churches, which are, or ſhall be referred to them by 
the Afﬀembly, as they can overtake, And it is further pro- 


vided, that when any Presbytery or Synod of this Church ſhall 


decline to.comply with the Scntences of the Commiſſion, or to 
ive the fame a full Execution, in that Caſe the Commiſſion 


is hereby prohibited to execute the ſame, by appointing any ſuch 


correſpondent Meetings, as has been ſometimes the Practice; 
but ſhall allow the ſame to lie over to the enſuing Aſſembly, 


to which ſuch Presbyteries or Synods ſhall be anſwerable for 


ſuch their Conduct, and are hereby appointed to ſend up with 
their Commiſſioners their Reaſons for the ſame. And the Aſ- 
ſembly doth further impower and direct the ſaid Commiſſion = 

| make 


wake 1 Application to the King and Parliament for Redreſs 
of the Grievance of Patronage, in caſe a favourable Opportu- 
pity for ſo doing ſhall occur, during the Subſiſtence of this 
Commiſſion. And the General Aſſembly do enjoin their Com- 
miſſion, that in paſſing their Sentences, and in ordering the 


Execution of the ſame, they ſtrictly obſerve the 12th _ of 
the Aſſembly 1736. 
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VI. 
Act appointing a ſolem National Faſt. 


ne 31ſt _ 17 56, elt ut 


— has declared War — — the 


of our Country: And whereas the Almighty, in 
former Times, has done great Things for theſe N ations; has 
beſtowed upon them ineſtimable Privileges; ; and in the Day 
of Danger, when our Fathers cried unto Gop, he heard from 
Heaven, raiſed up Deliverers, and ſaved according to his ma- 
nifold Mercies; and ſtill continues to diſtinguiſh us beyond all 
Nations, bleſſing us with the beſt Religion, and beſt of Go- 
vernments. | 
Yet, notwithſtanding all this Goodneſi ſhewed to theſe Nas 
tions, juſt Cauſe there is to lament, that we have not learned 
Wiſdom from our Dangers, nor Gratitude from our Delive- 
rances ; that we have not duly prized .nor. improved our Ad- 
vantages; but as Gop has multiplied his F avours upon us, we 
have multiplied our Tranſgreflions againſt the Gop of Heaven; 
and too viſible it is, that Infidelity, Luxury, Vice, and Pro- 
faneneſs, have widely diffuſed their S and infected 
this Nation. 
From this aggravated Guilt we have Reaſon. to dread, that 
Gop may be provoked to depart from us; to deliver us a Pre 


into the Hands of our Enemies ; and, by an inclement Seaſon, 


to blaſt the Fruits of the Earth, and break the Staff of Bread 


in our Land; thus viſiting us, for our Iniquities, with the de- 
folating Calamities of War and Famine. 


The National Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, in this 
important Criſis, when we have much to fear from our Ene- 


mies, and more from our own Follies and heinous Tranſgrefſi- 


General Aſembly 1986. 17 


formidable Enemy of the Religion and Liberties 


ons, 
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18 The Acts of the 
ons, do therefore moſt ſeriouſly call and exhort all to the Du- 
ties of ſolemn Faſting, Humiliation and Prayer, upon ſuch 4 
Day as his Majeſty ſhall pleaſe to appoint, the Aſſembly having 
made humble Application to him to name the Day, and inter- 
poſe his Royal Authority for the due Obſervation thereof; 
and they do earneſtly obteſt Perſons of all Ranks, as they ten- 
der the Favour of Almighty Gop, and the Welfare of theſe 
Nations, to humble themſelves with penitent and contrite 
Souls, in the Sight of that Gop, who, dwelling in his high 
and holy Place, dwelleth alſo with them who are of contrite and 
humble Hearts; to confeſs and forſake their Sins, imploring, thro' 
Jesvs CurisT, Grace and Mercy from the Father of Mercies ; 
beſecching the Divine Majeſty to revive among us a Spirit of 
primitive Integrity, Piety and Virtue ; that we may be inſpir- 
ed with Reverence of the Almighty, Loyalty to our Sovereign, 
Love and Zeal for our Conſtitution, Civil and Religious; that 
there may be one Mind and one Heart in us all ; that every 
Heart may be warm with the Love of our Country, and every 
Hand chearfully employed in her Service: Andif, in the Pro- 
vidence of God, we ſhall be called to appear in the Defence 
of the Proteſtant Religion, and our National Privileges, that, 
in ſo noble a Cauſe, we may act a Part becoming our Charac- 
ters, as Proteſtants and free Britons ; may be of good Courage, 
and may play the Men for our People, and for the Cities of 

our Go. 
The Aſſembly further enjoins, that, in the Day of public 
Prayer, Supplications be offered to the Gop of Heaven, that 
he may bleſs our Sovereign King George, long preſerve his va- 
luable Life, dire& his Councils, eftabliſh his Throne in Righ- 
teouſneſs, and that he may continue to reign in the Hearts of a 
free and happy People ; that Gop may bleſs their Royal High- 
neſſes, the Prince of Wales, the Princeſs Dowager of Wales, the 
Duke of Cumberland, the Princeſſes, and all the Royal Family: 
That Gop may give Wiſdom to our Counſellors, Conduct to 
our Commanders, and Strength to thoſe who turn the Battle 
from our Gates : That our Truſt and Confidence being placed, 
not in an Arm of Fleſh, but in the LoR D Jenovan, in whom 
there is everlaſting Strength, He, the righteous Governor of 
the Univerſe, may favour our righteous Cauſe; the Loxp of 
Hoſts miay go forth with our Fleets and Armies, protect thoſe 
in the Day of Battle who expoſe their Lives for our Safety, and 
crown their Arms with Victory and Succeſs : That Gop, who 
ſetteth Bounds to the Sea, ſtilleth the Raging of its Waves, 
and the Tumults of the People, would make this expenſive 
and dangerous War ſpeedily to terminate in a ſafe and honour- 
able Peace : That the Gop of Nature, whom all the Elements 
obey, would ſend ſuch Weather as will cheriſh the Fruits of 
the 
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the Earth, that our Paſtures may be clothed with Flocks, and 

our Vallies covered over with Corn; that our Land may yield 
her Increaſe, and the Year, at length, be crowned with the 
Divine Goodneſs : That we, enjoying the Bleſſings of Peace and 
Plenty in all our Borders, and being delivered by the Almigh- 
ty from the Hands of our Enemies, may ſerve our Gop with- 
out Fear, in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs before him all the 
Days of our Lives: That the Beauty of the Lord our Gon 
may be upon us, and Glory, the Glory of civil and religious 
Liberty, may ever dwell in our Land. And the Aſſembly en- 
joins all Miniſters to intimate this Act from their Pulpits, upon 
the. Lord's Day immediately preceeding the Day that ſhall be 
appointed by his Majeſty for the Obſervation of the Faſt, and 
to excite the People to their-Duty by ſuitable Exhortations. 
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VII. 

Act and Recommendation of the Ge- 

neral Aſſembly reſpecting Iriſb Bur- 

Erbes May the 21ſt, 1736, Seſſ. ult, | 


an Knowledge, before the ſecond Day of February each Year ; 
| an 
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and that the foreſaid Money be applied for educating Students 
for the Miniſtry having the 1r:/b Language, in ſuch Manner ;« 
the General Aſſembly of this Church ſhall judge moſt proper 
And the Aſſembly ordains, that every Student that ſhall be 
trained for the Miniſtry in the Highlands and Iſlands, upon 
the Fund to be raiſed for this Purpoſe, ſhall, when he comes 
to be ſettled as 4 Miniſter, preach every Lord's Day in Engliſt; 
as well as in the 1b Language: And it is recommended 54 
all the Miniſters, now {ſettled in thoſe Parts, to do the fame: 
And they are hereby appointed to do every Thing in their 
Power, with the Aſſiſtance of the Society for propagating 
_ Chriſtian Krotvledge, and other Friends of our Country, Religi- 
on and Governmerit, to have as many good Schools as may be 
in that Part of the Kingdom, ſo as the Engliſb Tongue may 
ſpread the faſter, till it be univerſally underſtood and ſpoken. 
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VIII. 

Commiſſion to ſome Miniflers and Rul- 
ing Elders, for Reformation of the 
Highlands and Iſiandt, and for ma- 
naging his Majeſty's Royal Bounty 
for that End. 


Edinburgh May 31ſt, 1756, Seſſ. ult. 


H E General Aſſembly do hereby nominate, com- 
AF << miſſionate, and appoint, the Reverend Doctor Pa- 


Jar 19Y rrick Cuming their Moderator; Mr. Thomas Tulli- 
deb, Principal of the united Colleges of Sr. Salua- 
ter and Sf. Leonard in the Univerfity of St. Andrews ; Mr. 
James Muzriſon Principal of the New College there; Mr. Neil 
Campbell Principal of the College of Glaſgow; Mr. John Gorvdie 
Principal of the College of Edinburgh; Mr. John Lumſden 
Profeſſor of Divinity in the King's College of Aberdeen; Mr. 
Robert Pollock Profeſſor of Divinity in the Mariſhall College 
there; Mr. Andrew Shaw Profeſſor of Divinity in the New 
College of Sf. Andrews ; Mr. Robert Hamilton Profeſſor of Di- 
vinity in the College of Edinburgh; Mr. James Witherſpoon at 
Yefter, one of his Majeſty's Chaplains ; all the Miniſters Mem- 
| bers 
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bers of the Presbytery of Edinburgh; Mr. John Douglas at Ken- 
muir; Mr. Robert Stark at Kinroſs: Mr. John Ker at Forfar ; 
Mr. Williom Gordon at Alvie; Mr. William MacQueen at Sni- 
zart; Nr. George Monro at Parr Mr. Thomas Hepburn at Bir- 
ſay: Mr. Richard Brown at Kingarih ; Mr. Duncan Mac Far- 
lane at Drymen ; Mr. 5 Mac Aulay at Liſmore; Mr. James 
Tyrie at Stromneſs; Kenneth Mac Aulay at Harris; Mr. 
2 MacPherſon at wat Mr. John Melvil at Dunoon; Mr. 
John [Davidſon at Old Kilpatrick Mr. Malcolm MacCaſe 1 at 
Kilmelie; Mr. Jaſeph Monro at Etldertoun ; Mr. Murdoch Mac- 
Kenzte at Tnverneſs; Mr. Alexander Roſe at Nairn ; Mr. Jobu 
Bolling] ' at Coupar ; Mr. Finlay Ferguſon at Balu. ader; Mr. 
Hlexandcr MacLaggan at Little Dunkeld; Mr. John Yobn/091 
at Piggar ; Mr. Gecrge Shepherd at Newbottle; Mr. William 
Mac Kenzie at Glenmuck; Mr. John Bonar at Cockpen; Mr. 
Jebn MacLennan at Contanie i Mr. John Goudie at Zariſloun; 
Mr. David Ccnnel at Kilbride; Mr. George Reid at St. Evox, 
and Mr. James Stewart at Kilbranden, Miniſters. His Grace 
James Duke of /thol; his Grace Archibald Duke of Argyle: 
The moſt Honourable the Marquiſs of Tweddale; the moſt 
Honourable the Marquiſs of Lothian; the Right Honourable 
the Earl of Marchmont; the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Dumfries; the Right Honbvurable the Earl of Broadalbine; the 
Right Honourable the Lord Somerville; the Right Honourable 
Robert Craigie of Glendoick, Lord Preſident of the Court of Seſ- 
ſion; the Right Honourable Robert Dunaaſs of Arniſton Eſq; 
his Majeſty's Advocate; Charles Erskine of Tinwald Eſq; Lord 
Juſtice Clerk ; Alexander E. raſer of Strichen Eſq; Patrick 
Bovle of Shewalton Eſq; Alexander Bofwal of Auchinleck Eſq; 
Robert Pringle of Edgefield Eſq; William Grant of Preſton- 
grange Eſq; Andrew Mac Dowall of Banktoun Eſq; fix of the 
Senators of the College of Juſtice; Mr. Gilbert Elliot of Mel- 
gund Advocate; Mr. Thomas Boyes Writer in Edinburgh; John 
Maul of Teo ler Eſq; one of the Barons of Exchequer ; 
Mr. David Dalrymple Advocate, Procurator for the Church; 
Lauchlan Grant of Gartenbeg ; Mr. James Robertſon Profeſſor 
of Oriental Languages in the College of Edinburgh ; Albert 
Monro of Coul ; Sir John Stewart of Allanbank ; Mr. Andrew 
Pringle Advocate, his Majeſty's Solicitor ; Mr. Robert Dalrym- 
ple of Preiſiſide; Doctor Alexander Martin of Little Aries 
Phyfician ; Baillie Archibald Ingram Merchant in Glaſgow ; 
Mr. James Smollet of Bonhill Advocate; Mr. Alexander Mac- 
millan of Dunmore, Writer to the Signet; Hector Mac Lean of 
Torloisk ; Mr. Patrick Campbell of Monzie; Sir James Colguboun 
of Luſs, Mr. Matthew Stewart Profeſſor of Mathematics in 
the College of * Mr. W ien Sands Sr in 
in- 
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Edinburgh; Mr. John Paton Bookſeller there; Mr. Archibald 
Campbell of Elderſlie, Writer to the Signet, Ruling Elders; To 
be a Committee of this Aſſembly, for Reformation of the 
Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, for promoting the Know- 
ledge of true Religion, ſuppreſſing of Popery and Protaneneſs, 
and for managing the Royal Bounty given for theſe Ends, ac- 
cording to, and in Terms of his Majeſty's Grant to this Afſem- + 
bly, and the 6th Act of laſt Aſſembly, and whole Acts there- 
in mentioned, and in Acts formerly made and referred to, in 
the Commiſſions granted to former Committees: Any five of 
the above named Perſons are declared to be a Quorum, where- 
of three to be Miniſters: But it is hereby appointed, that at 
the quarterly Meeting of the ſaid Committee, when the Scheme 
or Eſtabliſhment of Miſſionaries, for the Year enſuing, ſhall 
be approved and determined, nine Miniſters and five Ruling 
Elders at leaſt ſhall be a Qyorum ; and the ſaid Committee are 
appointed to have their Meetings at Edinburgh, in the Hall of 
the Society in Scotland for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 
the laſt Thurſday of every Month, at Four of the Clock After- 
noon, and alſo the firſt lawful Day after the Adjournment of 
the four ſtated Diets of the Commiſſion of the General Aſſem- 
bly, at Ten of the Clock Forenoon, except when it falls to be 
upon Friday or Saturday, and then the Meeting is to be upon 
Monday next thereafter, at the ſaid Hour: With Power to the 
ſaid Committee to adjourn themſelves to ſuch Times and Places 
as they ſhall find moſt needful and convenient; and they are 
to keep a Correſpondence with the Commiſſion of the General 
Aſſembly, and the Society for propagating Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, and their Committee of Directors, and take their Advice 
and Aſſiſtance. And the General Aſſembly do by theſe Preſents 
nominate and appoint the ſaid Mr. David Dalrymple Advocate, 
Procurator for the Church, to be Receiver of the foreſaid Royal 
Bounty, and to pay out the ſame as he ſhall be directed and or- 
dered by the ſaid Committee, and according to their Rules. And 
the ſaid Committee are appointed to examine the Accompts of 
the Diſtribution of the Royal Bounty, and lay the ſame before the 
Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury, or the Barons of 
his Majeſty's Court of Exchequer, and to report their Diligence 
to the General Aſſembly, to whom they are to be accountable. 
And it is agreed, that no Perſon once employed, and inſert in 
the Scheme, ſhall be ſtruck out thereof for that Year, but by 
the Quorum of at leaſt nine Miniſters and five Ruling Elders : 
And in caſe any Complaint ſhall be made againſt any of them 
on the Scheme, it ſhall not be determined at the firſt ordinary 
Meeting that the ſame is offered, but ſhall lie on the Table 
till another Meeting; and, in the mean Time, the Perſon 


complained of, and the Presbytery of the Bounds ara * he 
offici- 
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officiates, ſhall be acquainted of ſuch Complaint, and theſe con- 
cerned be required to ſend to the ſaid Committee a juſt Ac- 
count of the matter, againſt their next Meeting. And it is 
further appointed, That, after the yearly Scheme of Miſſiona- 
ries on the Royal Bounty is ſettled, in manner above directed, 
and Notice thereof given by Letters to the Presbyteries con- 
cerned, ſuch Presbyteries ſhall ſend up to the ſaid Committee 
their Anſwers to theſe Letters, at fartheſt, with their Commilſ- 
ſioners to the General Aſſembly, if the ſame be not done ſooner ; 
and that the Committee, at their Meeting in May, in caſe they 
do not complete the next Year's Scheme themſelves, ſhall name 
a Sub-committee of their Number, for completing the ſame, 
who are to lay their Draught thereof before a ſubſequent 
Meeting. | 


CSIR A SES e c e 
20 % 
Ad appointing the Diet of the next Ge- 
neral Aſſembly. _ | 
Edinburgh, May 31%, 1756, Seſſ. ult. 


"FT" HE next General Aſſembly of this National Church is 
appointed to be held in this Place upon the third Thurſ- 
day of May next, being the 1gth Day of that Month, in the 
Year 1757. | 
Collected and extracted from the Records 
| Ff the General Aſſembly, by | 

GEORGE WISHART, Cls. Eccl. Scot. 


.... | 
Overture anent Miniflers making Agree- | 
ments with their Heretors concerning 
the Extent of their Stipends. 
Edinburgh, May the 25th, 17 56, Seſſ. 5th. 


H E General Aſſembly having had repreſented to 
T them, the great Loſs which many of the preſent 


2 Miniſters of this Church ſuſtain, from Agreements 
4+) which have been made betwixt their Predeceſſors 
in Office and the Heretors of their reſpective Pa- 
riſhes concerning the Extent of their Stipends, whereupon De- 
creets 
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creets of Modification and Locality have been obtained with 
Conſent of Parties, did therefore agree to the following Over- 
ture, to be tranſmitted to Presbyteries ; That it be enacted and 
ordained, that in all Time coming, no Miniſter ſhall make any 
Compoſition with his Heretors with reſpect to obtaining a De- 
creet of Modification and Locality for his Stipend, but at the 
Sight, and with the Advice and Conſent of the Presbytery of 
the Bounds. . . | 


e e e d N LEET 
Overture anent the more ſpeedily ſup- 
plying of Vacancies. 
Edinburgh, May the 25th, 1756, Seſſ. 5th. 


HE General Aſſembly, in order to prevent the 
long and unneceſſary protracting of the Vacanc 
of Pariſhes, did agree to tranſmit the following 
Overture, to the Conſideration of the ſeveral Preſ- 
pbyteries, viz. That it ſhall be among the Queſti- 
ons asked by Synods at the ſeveral Presbyteries at the privy Cen- 
ſures, what Vacancies there are in their Bounds ? of how long 
Continuance theſe have been? and the Reaſons why they are 
not ſupplied ? And if the Synod ſhall find any Presbytery dila- 
tory, after the Right of planting any Pariſh has by Law fallen 
into theirHands, the Synod ſhall enjoin them to proceed toward 
the Settlement of that Pariſh without further Delay. 
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8 ARtngs and Proceedings of the Ge- 


-neral Aflembly of the Church of 


Scotland, held in the Year 1756; 
which are not printed at full length. 


F TER Fertan by the Reverend Mr. George Reid. 
Miniſter at Sr. Evox, Moderator of the laſt General 
fle 


mbly, the Miniſters. and Ruling Elders, Members of 
this Aſſembly, did conveen in the Affembly Houſe ; and the 
Reverend Doctor Patrick Cuming, Profeſlor of Church Hi- 
ſtory in the Univerſity of Edinburgh, and one of the Mini- 
ſets of Edinburgh, being choſen Moderator, he, at the Aſ- 
ſembly's Bere, took the Chair. May 20th, Se. 1. 


| The King's Commiſſion to Charles Lord Cathcart, to repre- 


ſent his Majeſty's Royal Perſon in this Aſſembly, read and 


recorded. Tbid. 
The King's moſt gracious Letter to this Aſſembly read and re- 


corded. Ibid. 


The Commiſſioner s Speech at opening this Aſſembly, and 


the Moderator's Speech in Return thereto. Bid. 


The RoyalWarrant for 1000 J. granted this Vear by dis Maje- 


for Encouragement of itinerant Preachers and Catechiſts, 
for Reformation of the Fighlands and Iſlands, read and re- 


corded. Ibid. 
A Committee named for anſwering the King's s moſt gracious 


Letter. Bid. 


A Committee named for reviſing the Commiſſions to the Mem- 


bers of this Aſſembly, cenſuring Abſents from the Diets of 
this Aſſembly, naming Miniſters to preach before his 
Grace the King's Commiſſioner, receiving in Liſts of Pro- 

bationers in the ſeveral Presbyteries, in order to be record- 
ed, and of Students in — at che ſeveral Uneverſities, 
and report. Bid. 

Committee for Overtures named. 231d oy 

Committee for Bills, References, and Appeals named. Bid. 


A Diet ſpent in Prayer, May 21ſt, Sep. 2 


Miniſters named to preach before his Grace the Kin g's Com- 
miſſioner. Bid. 


The Act 7th of the Aſembly 1718, for the better Diſpatch of 


the Buſineſs of Aſſembly read, and the Obſervation thereof 
enjoined. _ 
| The 
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The Draught of an Anſwer to the King's moſt gracious Let: 
ter to this Aſſembly brought in and approven; and his 
Grace the Commiſſioner, at the Aſſembly's Requeſt, un- 

dertakes to tranſmit the ſame to his Majeſty, May 22d, Sef. 3. 
A Committee named to prepare the Draught of an Addreſs to 
his Majeſty, on Occaſion of his Declaration of War againſt 
the French King. Bie. 3 55 

A Committee of Perſons out of each Synod appointed to re- 
viſe the Regiſter of the Actings and Proceedings of the 

Commiſſion of the late General Aſſembly, audite the Pro- 
curator and Agent's Accompts, conſider the State of the 
Church's public Money, and prepare Overtures about the 
ſame, agreeable to the 7th Act of Aſſembly 1712, and 8th 
Act of Aſſembly 1719, and all Petitions and Claims for any 
Part of the ſaid Money ordered to be laid before the ſaid 
Committee, and they appointed to prepare any Overtures 
or References made by the late Commiſſion to this Aſſem- 

A Committee appointed, to reviſe the Regiſter of the Commit- 
tee named by laſt Aſſembly, for managing the Royal Boun- 

ty for Reformation of the Highlands and Iflands, Bid. 

Committees named for reviſing the Synod Books of Fife, Lothi- 
an, and Tweedale, Merſe and Tiviotdale, Galloway, Dumfries 

and Raf, i  - „ 

The Synod Books of Perth and Stirling, Angus and Mearns, 
Aberdeen, Moray, Glenelg, Sutherland and Caithneſs, Orkney, 
Glaſgow and Air, Argyle, and Presbytery Book of Zetland 
abſent, and reſolved that the Reaſons thereof be inquired in- 

to. Bid. | 9 1755 | | 

The Committee for Overtures appointed to receive in from the 
ſeveral Members any Inſtructions given to them by their 
reſpeQive Synods or Presbyteries, claſs the Matters there- 
in contained, and prepare Overtures thereupon to the Aſ- 

„ ſenmbe y. I. SS . 

The Draught of an Addreſs to his Majeſty, on Occaſion of his 
Declaration of War againſt the French King brought in and 
approven ; and his Grace the Commiſſioner, at the Aſſem- 
bly's Requeſt, undertakes to tranſmit the ſame to his Maje- 

ty. May 24th, Se. 4. „ | 

A Committee named to prepare the Draught of an Act, and 
Reaſons for a Faſt, on Account of the preſent Situation of 
Affairs, to be obſerved in all the Churches in Scotland, on 
ſuch a Day as his Majeſty ſhall think fit to name for that 

Wi. 7 ERLE | 3 

The remaining Part of the Diet ſpent in Prayer, for obtaining 

the Divine Bleſſing on his Majeſty's Arms. 3 

— oP | e Overture 


Overture anent miniſters making Agreements with their Here: 

tors concerning the Extent of their Stipends. May 25. Seff. 5: 

Overture anent the more ſpeedily ſupplying of Vacancies. 76; 7, 

A Reference from the Synod of Perth and Stirling of a 

' Cauſe brought before them, by an Appeal taken by Mr. 

pes Smith Probationer, who is preſented by the Right 

Jon. the Earl of Kinnoul, Patron of the Pariſh of Rattray, 

to be Miniſter of that Pariſh, from a Sentence of the Presby- 

tery of Dunkeld, finding, © That the fix Months, allowed by 

«© [aw to the Patron to preſent, were elapſed; and therefore 

« refuſing to admit the ſaid Preſentation, or proceed 

et thereon; and further finding, that the Power of planting 

« the Pariſh of Rattray was devolved on the Presbytery,” 

brought in and read, and the Presbytery of Dun teld ap- 

ointed, with all convenient Speed, to moderate in a Call 

to the ſaid Mr. James Smith alone to be Miniſter of the 

ſaid Pariſh of Rattray, and to proceed to his Settlement 
according to the Rules of this Church. Bid. 9 


A Reference from the Presbytery of Dumfermline of a Cauſe de- 


ending before them, relating to the Settlement of the Pa- 
riſh of Beatb, in Conſequence of a Preſentation granted by 
the right Honourable the Earl of Moray Patron, to Mr. 
James Reid Probationer, to be Miniſter of that Pariſh brought 
in and read, the ſaid Preſentation, with a Call to Mr. Reid 
to be Miniſter of the faid Pariſh, ſuſtained, and the Presby- 
tery of Dumfermline appointed to proceed to his Trials and 


Settlement as Miniſter of the ſaid Pariſh of Beath with all 


2 Speed, according to the Rules of this Church. 

Ibid. * EO 7 

An Appeal from a Sentence of the Synod of Galloway, and a 
Reference from the Presbytery of Stranrawer, relatin g to 
the Settlement of the Pariſh of Stephenkirꝭ or Stonykirk is re- 
ferred to the Commiſſion, that they may take in the ſame 
at their Meeting in November next, and finally determine 
therein as they ſee Cauſe, May 26th, Seſſ. 6. . 


| The Report of the Viſitors of the Commiſſion Book brought 5 


in, and tlie faid Book ordered to be atteſted. May 27. Seſſ. 7. 
TheAccotnpts of the Procurator and Agent for theChuch, with 
the Report of the Committee on the public Accompts thereon, 
produced, and ordered to lie on the Table till another Diet. 


Ibid. 


The Members from the ſeveral Synods appointed to meet 


among themſelves, in order to' bring in a Liſt of the Nomi- 
nators of the Commiſſion, according to the 6th Act of Aſ- 

ſembly 1705. ibid. | : iO TER 
A Petition and Complaint for his Majeſty's Advocate, and the 
Heretors of the Pariſh of Nigg, concurring with the Royal 
Ba; TT Preſen- 
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Preſentation to Mr, Patrick Grant Miniſter at Diithil, to be 
Miniſter of the Pariſh of Nigg, againſt the Presbytery. of 
Tain, narrating the Sentence of laſt General Aſſembly, ap- 

X 2 the ſaid Presbytery to proceed to the Settlement of 
| Grant as Miniſter of Nigg, and that his Admiſhon there 
_ ſhould be betwixt and the firſt Day of September laſt, with a 
Sentence pronounced by the Commiſion. in November, (who 

were impowered by the ſaid Aſſembly to determine in an 
Reference or Appeal that ſhould regularly be brought be- 
fore them, relative to the ſaid Settlement, ) teſtifying their 
Diſpleaſure at the Presbytery for refuſing to obey: the afore- 
ſaid Sentence of the, Aſſembly, and peremptorily ordering 
them to admit Mr. Grant as Miniſter of the Pariſh of Nigg 
betwixt and the iſt of February laſt, and complaining of the 
Presbytery for not obeying the above recited: Sentences, 
brought in and read, together with a Repreſentation ſigned 
by five Miniſters, Members of the ſaid Presbytery, ſhowing 
their Reaſon for not executing the foreſaid Sentences, the 
ſaid five Members rebuked for their Diſobedience, and the 
Presbytery appointed to admit Mr. Patricꝶ Grant as miniſter 
of Nigg, betwixt and the iſt of Auguſt next, and to ſend up 
to the Commiſſion in November an Extract of their whole 

Proceedings in this Matter. Bid. : 

A Petition by the Elders of the Lowlatid Dean of 
. Campbiltoun, containing a Complaint againſt the Synod of 
Argyle for certain Acts paſſed by them, reſpecting the Num- 
ber of Sermons to be preached before and after the Celebra- 

tion of the Lord's Supper within their Bounds, brought in 
and diſmiſſed as incompetent and not properly brought before 
ban Aſſembly, in reſpect the ſame was not brought by any 
Appeal from that Synod; ſo as to fiſt them before Wa Ailein- 

r= to anſwer for themſelves. ibid. 

A Committee named to prepare the Draught 5 an Ad Gor a 
general _— for carrying on the building of the Bridge 

of Kelſo, May the 28th. Se}. 8th. + 
A Liſt of Mexibbers from the ſeveral Synods brought 3 in, and 
appointed as a Committee to name the Members of the 
Commiſſion of this An . ng r Inſtructions to 
them. Bid. 

Inſtructions fringes the Presbyteries os Skye and U; 55 et- 
ing the Difficulty of getting the Vacancies in their Bounds 
pps, thro' the Want of Preachers having the Jri/h 

uage, read, and remitted to the Committee for Over- 
N to prepare an Overture for removing the Grieyances 
complained of. Lid. 

An Inſtruction from the Presbytery of Elgin, for continuin 8 

the itinerant Preacher 1 in the Glen of Pluſcarden read, and 

H emitted 
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remitted to the Committee for managing. the Royal Bounty. 

1 4 

An Inſtruction from the presbytery of Biggar, for Advice 
how to oblige Patrons of Churches to apply vacant Stipends, 

as directed by Law, read; and the General Aſſembly re- 


mitted to the ſaid Presbytery to apply to the Procurator for 
the Church for his Advice in the Affair, and to follow What 
Directions he ſhall give thereanent. ide. 

The Procurator and Agent for the Church appointed to attend 
to a Cauſe advocated to the Court of Seſſion, concerning 
the. Settling of a Schoolmaſter at Newburn, wherein the 
Callers of one Mr. Mitebel to be Schoolmatter there, ( whoſe 
Call was rejected by the Presbytery) had excluded the Mi- 
niſter of the Pariſh from a Vote in the Election. Bid. 

The Report of the Truſtees of the Fund for a proviſion to 

' Minitters Widows, &e. brought in, and ordered to lie on 
the Table till another Diet. 1614. 

A Petition and Complaint by Mr. 7obn Ker Miniſter at Forfar, 
and others, complaining of a Sentence of the Synod of An- 
gus and Mearns, pronounced in a Cauſe: brought before 
them, relating to Simoniacal Pactions, in the Caſe of the 

Settlement of the Pariſh of St. Vigians, brought in and read, 
and aCommittee appointed to prepare a State of the Matter, 
and} of what ſhall appear to them to be proven, and report 
tte ſame, with their Opinion thereon, to the Aſſembly. Bid. 
A Reference from the Synod of Merſe and Teviotdale, of a 

. Cauſe brought before them, by Reference from the Pres- 
bytery of Jedburgh; and an Appeal taken from that Presby- 
tery for the Crown, who granted a Preſentation to Mr. Jobn 

Bonar Miniſter at Copen, to be Miniſter of the Town and 
- Pariſh of ꝓeaburgb, read, containing the Oppoſition made to 

the Preſentee's Settlement, by all the Elders, who fignified 
their Deſire to have Mr. Thomas Boſton, Miniſter at Oxnam, 
to be their Miniſter; the Lord Advocate repreſented, that as 
he was deſirous to promote the Peace of the Church, and 
Quiet of the Country, and as his Majeſty's Right to preſent 
_ anew any other qualified Perſon could not be prejudged by 
the not carrying Mr. Bonar's Settlement into Execution, he, 
in order to remove the Difficulties in this Caſe, attended with 
particular Circumſtances, would make no Oppoſition to any 
Expedient that might ſeem proper to the Aſſembly, for 
bringing this Affair to a comfortable Iſſue, conſiſtent with 
-theCrown's' Right of preſenting anew to the vacant Pariſh 
of Fedburgh. The General Aſſembly thereupon agreed, 
without a Vote, to the following Reſolution, viz. Having 
H gy pag the Ne of _ RP and what was 
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_ repreſented. by his Majeſty's Advocate, the Aſſembly a are of 
Opinion, that the Preſentation and Concurrence therewith 
ought to be ſuſtained ; but that it is inexpedient, as Matters 
ſtand, to proſecute the ſame in order to the Tranſportation 
of Mr. Bonar to Fedburgh ; and therefore the Aſſembly make 
no Order or Deciſion for that Effect, reſerving and declar- 
ing, that it ſhall be competent to his Majeſty, the Patron, 

to preſent any qualified Perſon to be Miniſter of Fedburgh, 
within fix Months from this Date. And in ſuch Caſe, the 
Presbytery of Fedburgh are appointed to receive, and pro- 
- ceed _ the lame, according to the Rules of the Church. 
Bid. 

Reference to the Commiſſion to wh! in, cognoſce, and final- 
ly determine, in any Queſtion that ſhall be brought re 

_ larly before them, relating to the Settlement of Fedburgh ; 
and to take into Conſideration the Conduct of the Elders of 
Fedburgh, and particularly an Aſſociation entered into by 
them, and to judge therein as they ſee Cauſe. Did. 

The Report of the Committee, for naming the Members of 
the Commiſſion, and drawing Inſtructions to them, brought 
in and approven. May the 29th, Seſſ. 9. | 
Reference totthe Commiſſion to take in, cognoſce, and finally 
determine, in any Queſtion that ſhall regularly be brought 
before them, relating to the Settlement of ther weich of Dum 
VBlane. Did. | 
Tip Report of the Committee fot Overtures, reſpecting the 
Inſtructions from the Preſbyteries of Skye and Ur/t, anent 
Students having the 1ri/h Language, brought in and read, 


_ . containing a Propoſal that the Synodical Burſaries be revived, 


and that there ſhall be anannual Collection in all the Church 
es of Scotland, for the Purpoſe mentioned in the ſaid In- 
ſtruction: And the Aſſembly agreed to the reviving of Bur- 
ſaries, to be raiſed by Contribution from the Miniſters of 
this Church, for the educating of Students having the Triſp 
Language; and further, that there ſhall be an annual Col- 
lection for the ſaid P urpoſe; and a Committee is named to 
draw an Act and Recommendation for the ſaid Collection, 
and to have under Conſideration what may be needful to 
be contributed by each Miniſter, in what Manner it is to 
be levied, and what further reſpects the Management of 
the Sums to be ſo raiſed. Bid. OA 
Reference to the Commiſſion to cognoſce, aud finally deter- 
mine, in an Appeal of Robert Balfour-Ramſay of Balbirnie, 
and other Heretors of the Pariſh of Kennoway, from a Sen- 
. tence of the Synod of Fife, anent the Settlement of a School- 
maſter at Kennoway. Ibid. | 
An Inſtruction from the Preſbytery of Cairſton, containing | 
Reaſons for granting Viaticums to their Commiſſioners » 
| this 
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this Aſſembly, brought in and read: And the ſaid Viaticums 
refuſed, in reſpect of the Act of Aſſembly 1752 diſcharging 
any Viaticums to be given, until the Debts due by the 
Church are all paid. 1619. 
A Petition for Mr. James Tyrie, Miniſter at Stromneſs,. craving 
ſome Aſſiſtance out of the public Money to enable him to 
carry on a Proceſs, which he has depending before the 
Lords Commiſſioners for Plantation of Kirks and Valuati- 
on of Teinds, for an Augmentation of his Stipend, read ; and 
the Sum of 3o/. Sterling allowed to the Petitioner for car- 
' Tying on the ſaid Proceſs, but not to be paid until all the 
7 85 preſently due by the Church are ſatisfied and paid. 

A Pc tition for Mr. Alexander Mac Bean, and Mr. Murdoch Mac- 
Kenzie, Miniſters of Inverneſs, craving ſome Allowance out of 
the public Funds, to enable them to carry on a Proceſs, preſent- 

ty depending foran Augmentation to their Stipends, read, and 

the "loa of 30 l. allowed to the Petitioners for carrying on 
the ſaid Proceſs; but not to be paid until all the Debts pre- 
ſently owing by the Church are ſatisfied and paid. id. 

A Letter of the 24th of September laſt, from the Truſtees for 
the College of New Jerſey, returning Thanks to the Aſ- 
ſembly for the Collection granted to the ſaid College, read, 
and ordered to be kept in retentis. id. I 

The Draught of an Act and Recommendation for a Collection 
for carrying on the building of the Bridge at Kelſo, brought 

in and approven; appointing the Collection to be upon the 
ſecond Loxp's Day of July next; and, in caſe of any Ob- 
ſtacle in the way of making the Collection on that Day, that 

| Preſbyteries ſhall name any other Sabbath for this Purpoſe, 

i in the Months of July, Auguſt, or September next; and the 

Money collected to be tranſmitted to Mr. Adam Farrholm 
Banker in Edinburgh. Ibid. 8 

A Reference from the Synod of Fife, of a Cauſe referred to 
them by the Preſbytery of Sz. Andrews, concerning John 
Marr, Tenant in Eaſter Grange, who married one Marga- 
ret Roſs, his deceaſed Wife's Brother's Daughter, is referred 
to the Commiſſion, with Power to them to do therein as they 

think fit. | Ys 

A Petition for the Preſbytery of Fordice, craving that a Sum, 
not exceeding 10 J. Sterling yearly of the Annualrents of 
the Money collected for the Enzie, be given for the Space 
of three Years, as a Salary to a Schoolmaſter to be employed 
there, read: And the Sum of 10 /. Sterling yearly, appointed 

to be paid, for three Years, out of the Annualrents of the Mo- 
ney collected for the Enzie, to a proper Perſon to be named by 

the Preſbytery for teaching the ſaid School, and the ſaid Sala- 
ry appointed to commence from Whitſunday 17 56. we 
; \ S 
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The Report of the Committee named veſterday to confider 
the Complaint of Mr. John Ker Miniſter at Forfar, and o- 
thers, relating to Simoniacal Pactions, in the Cale of the Settle- 

ment of the Pariſh of Sf. Vigans, brought! in and read: And 
the Aſſembly teſtified their Abhorrence of ſuch Practices, 
and agreed to name a Committee to prepare an Overture for 
putting a Stop to theſe, of which, there is Reaſon to believe, 
there have been frequent Inſtances and to lay the ſame be- 
fore the Commiſſion, at their Meeting in November ; who 

are inſtructed to conſider and ripen ſuch an Overture, and 
tranſmit it to the next General Aſſembly, Bid. 

The Viſitors of the ſeveral Synod Books appointed to have 
their Reports ready to be given in to the Aſſembly on Mon- 
day next. Ibid. 

A — named, purſuant to the Reſolution on Cond 

laſt, to prepare an Overture for putting a Stop to Simonia- 

cal Practices. May 3 1it, S/. uk. 

The Draught of an Act for a ſolemn public Faſt, to be ob- 


ſerved on ſuch Day as his Majeſty ſhall apppoint, brought 
in, read, and approven. 161d. | 


| The Draught of an Act and Recommendation for a volun 

Collection, to be made in all the Churches in Scotland, on 

or before the firſt Sabbath of F 1 next, for the edu- 

cating of Students having the Triſh Language, brought in, 

read, and approven; and the Money collected appointed to 

| be remitted to William Rojs Clerk to the Society for pro- 
pagating Chriſtian Knowledge. 1619. 

Act and Recommendation reſpecting Iriſb Burſaries. Bid. 

The Report of the Viſitors of the Regiſter of the Committee 
named by laſt Aſſembly, for managing the Royal Bour. ty, 
brought in and read. The Itinerant at Portſoy appointed 
to be continued there for another Year ; and the ſaid Book 
ordered to be atteſted. Id. 

The Draught of a Commiſſion and Inſtructions to the Com- 


mittee for managing the Royal Bounty this Year, brought 
in and approven. id. 


It being remarked, that the Committee named by the laſt Aſſem- 
bly for managing the Royal Bounty had very few Meetings, 
it is recommended to the Committee named by this Aſſem- 
bly, to give better Attendance on their Meetings. Bid. 
Remit to the above Committee to collect the ſeveral Inſtructi- 
ons to the Managers of the Royal Bounty into one AR, and 
lay the fame before the next General Aſſembly. Bid. 
A Petition for Mr. James Leſkie Miniſter at Moy, craving, in re- 
ſpect of his old Age and Infirmities, and the Largeneſs of 
his Pariſh, that an Itinerant Preacher may be employed 


„ therein, 
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therein, read, and e to the Committee for managing 
the Royal Bounty. Bid. 

AQ approving of Mr. David Dalrymple Advocate, Procurator 
for the Church, his Intromiſſions —_— his Majeſty's Allow- 
ance for defraying the ublic Charges of the Church, for 
the Terms of 3 , Midſummer, Michaelmas, and 
| Chriſtmas 17 54, and Lady-day, Midſummer, Michaelmas, and 
_ Chriſtmas 1755; and appointing that the Balance of 18 1, 


f 15. 14d. Ster. in his Hands, be charged in his next Ac- 


compt. Bid. 


Act approving of the Accomp t of James Rdmonſting, Agent for 


the Church, and Sub-Clerk to the General Aſſembly, and ap- 


poi me that the Balance of 5 J. 155. 9 d. Sterling, in his 
ands be charged in his next Accompt. Jbid. 
The Report of the Truſtees for managing the F und for a Pro- 


— viſion to Miniſters Widows, &c. containing a State of the 


Fund under their Management, and an Account of their 
ſince laſt General Aſſembly, reproduced and 
ordered to be recorded in the rparnts Regiſter, Laps for that 
Purpoſe. Bid. 

An Inſtruction from the presbytety of Hamilton anent the 
manner of keeping their ſeparate Re iſter, read, and remitted 
to the Truſtees for managing the Widows Fund. Ibid. 


The Sub- committee, named by the Committee for Overtures, 


for claſſing the Returns from the ſeveral Presbyteries to the 
Overtüres tranſmitted to them, appointed to claſs the ſaid 
— 488 and prepare the lame for the next General Aſſembly. 

1 

The Synod Books of Fife, Lothian and Tweddate Merſe and 

VNviordale, and Roſs atteſted. Bid. 5 

Reference to the Commiſſion, to call the Viſitors of the Synod 

Books of Dumfries and Galloway to Account for their Ab- 
ſence at this Diet, and upon their Reports, to order the faid 
Books to be atteſted, if they ſee Cauſe. Bid. 


a” he Synod Books of Perth and Stirling, Angus and Mearns, 


+. Glenelg, Sutberland and Caithneſs, Aberdeen, Moray, Orkney, 
Glaſgow and Air, Argyle, and Presbytery Book of Zetland, 


- abſent,” and ordered to be brought up to be reviſed by next 


T Aﬀerably.”! Did. 
Proteſtation admitted at the ae of the Synod of Dumfries, 
ageinſt Andrew Smith in Kirkmaboe, for — inſiſting in an 


Appeal taken by him, from a Sentence of the ſaid Synod. 


A 2/10 Ys 


; Protefiation admitted at the Inſtance of the Synod of Galloway 
_ - -againſt Alerandef Living Jon in Dowrie, tor not inſiſting in 


an Appeal taker * him OW! a Sentence of the faid Synod. 
Di 7 
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Proteſtation admitted at the Inſtance of the Synod of Aberdeen 
againſt Mr. John Biſſet, for not inſiſting in an Appeal taken 
by him from a Sentence of the ſaid Synod. Ibid. 
Recommendation to thoſe deficient in making the Collection 
| tor the College of New Fer/ey, to make the ſaid Collection, 
and remit the Money collected to Mr. William Hogg, as di- 
rected by the Act of Aſſembly appointing the ſaid Collection. 
Bid. 
Lift of Probationers in the bounds of 28 Presbyteries amount- 
ing to 93 produced, and ordered to be recorded. Bid. 
The Minutes of this Sederunt read, thoſe of former Sede- 
1 runts having been read at the Diets ſubſequent to each Sede- 
runt. Jbid. . 
A Committee named to reviſe the Minutes of this Aſſembly's 
Proceedings, at this, and all the other Diets thereof, and to 
pitch upon ſuch of the AQs of this Aſſembly as are to be 
ſtanding Rules, or are of public Uſe, in order to their being 
printed. Bid. 
The Moderator's Speech to the Aſſembly, and to * Majeſty 8 
Commiſſioner. Bid. | 


The Lord Commiſſioner's Speech in return thereto, and chen | 
the Aſſembly concluded. Bid. 
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